Of late years the conditions concerned in delivery through a narrow pelvis have been considerably modified, and this certainly is the case in hospitals where septicemia to a very great extent has ceased to be the nightmare of the obstetrician.
In extreme cases of pelvic deformity diagnosis is selfevident, but until teachers devote more time to demonstrating the importance of early recognition of the disproportion between the head and the pelvis, and to the possible incidence of serious trouble, and till the practitioner makes it a rule to examine and measure pelves in all cases of primigravidse, several weeks before the end of pregnancy, and to make during labour a careful estimate of existing conditions, no method of treatment can ever be expected to be satisfactory.
This must of necessity be the foundation of all advances in obstetric art. Cases must come, and do come, to our maternity hospitals, too late for Ctesarean section or any other more accurate method to be safely adopted, and if we are ever to emerge from the despair of embryulcia, it will only be by a refining and improving of our diagnostic means.
In If, as Schauta says, the general practitioner would get accustomed to recognise at the right time, degrees of narrow pelvis before the onset of labour, and assign all these cases early enough to obstetric institutions, then might progress be made toward the ideal treatment of contracted pelvis.
If it has taken nearly four decades for the general profession to absorb the great advantages of strict antiseptics in midwifery practice, one trembles to think how long it will be before the importance of making an accurate diagnosis in narrow pelvis will become an accepted fact. The day must surely come when perforation will be an operation to facilitate the delivery of a dead child only, and when perforation of a living child will become a relic of the past. it; he thought they were one of the best instruments they had in their possession. But to pull the child's head through a narrow brim and injure the mother was a different thing altogether. He still adhered to the view that the forceps were very essential in their proper place; but when they failed to do their duty, one of the operations which he had mentioned should be resorted to. He could not agree with the President; he maintained that women were frequently injured by forceps, and children often lost.
